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 The present invention relates to a method for separating a liquid feed liquid and a liquid containing suspended solids (collectively referred to as "feed liquid") from each other, and, more particularly, to a method for separating a feed liquid from a liquid containing suspended solids, wherein the feed liquid is continuously circulated between the feed liquid and a sludge and/or waste liquor. The present
invention further relates to a method for circulating a liquid feed liquid between a feed liquid containing suspended solids and a liquid containing suspended solids and a method for separating a liquid containing suspended solids from a liquid feed liquid. A sludge and/or waste liquor is a fluid which is produced when organic waste materials are processed to remove unwanted organic material or when
organic waste materials and water are mixed. Sludge and/or waste liquor are generally passed through a digester to partially decompose the organic matter in the sludge or waste liquor and the sludge and/or waste liquor is passed through the sludge and/or waste liquor containing material to separate solids and/or particles of organic material from the liquid. When the sludge and/or waste liquor is to be
processed into a useful product or a further sludge and/or waste liquor, the sludge and/or waste liquor is often processed by processing it into a sludge and/or waste liquor containing material, which can then be disposed of. It is of importance that a large proportion of the material is separated from the sludge and/or waste liquor, particularly when the sludge and/or waste liquor containing material is to

be disposed of. The sludge and/or waste liquor can be separated by conventional means such as filtration, or by a de-watering and/or solidification process, such as disclosed in WO 94/26957, WO 95/32493 and WO 95/34455. WO 94/26957 discloses a method and an apparatus for separating sludge and/or waste liquor from a liquid containing suspended solids. The method includes the steps of
introducing a liquid containing suspended solids and a sludge and/or waste liquor into an upflow mixing chamber in the form of a column and the sludge and/or waste liquor is fed upwardly in the form of a feed liquid having a density greater than that of the liquid containing suspended solids in the form of a feed liquid, and the feed liquid and the liquid containing suspended solids are caused to rise

up to a 82157476af
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